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to sweep and light their own streets, educate their own- children
and look after their sick and their water-supply without hanging
on to the Government. The police control they do not possess.
The only thing for which they may need Government assistance
is in enforcing payment of rates. Replace Government force by
force of pulbic opinion and you have the sanction for collecting
rates. More money is raised in Ahmedabad by voluntary contri-
butions than by enforced rates. The public will watch the duel
between nominated committees and popularly elected represen-
tatives in awakened constituencies.

CROWDED OUT

An important letter about the Delhi Jail treatment confirm-
ing the information given in these pages has been crowded out this
week together with much other important matter.

Young India, 16-2-1922

174.   THE CRIME OF CHAURI CHAURA

God has been abundantly kind to me. He has warned me the
third time that there is not as yet in India that truthful and
non-violent atmosphere which and which alone can justify mass
disobedience which can be at all described as civil, which means
gentle, truthful, humble, knowing, wilful yet loving, never
criminal and hateful.

He warned me in 1919 when the Rowlatt Act agitation was
started. Ahmedabad, Viramgam, and Kheda erred; Amritsar
and Kasur erred. I retraced my steps, called it a Himalayan mis-
calculation1, humbled myself before God and man, and stopped
not merely mass civil disobedience but even my own which I knew
was intended to be civil and non-violent.

The next time it was through the events of Bombay that God
gave a terrific warning. He made me eyewitness of the deeds of
the Bombay mob on the 17th November. The mob acted in the
interest of non-co-operation. I announced my intention to stop
the mass civil disobedience which was to be immediately started
in Bardoli. The humiliation was greater than in 1919. But it did
me good. I am sure that the nation gained by the stopping. India
stood for truth and non-violence by the suspension.

Vide Vol. XV, pp. 435-9.